
U N D E R S T A N D I N G

Rules of Intestacy

If you die without a Will, your estate (everything you own) will be distributed in accordance with the 
Rules of Intestacy.  The guide below applies to the estates in England & Wales. 

*This includes adopted and illegitmate children but not step children or 
fostered children  

Cohabitng couples who sometmes are referred to as common law 
wife/husband are not provided for under the Rules of Intestacy 

Please note that the above figures apply to the estates where death 
occurred on or aer 6 February 2020.

Estate value is more 
than £270,000 and

I don’t
have

children
I have

children

or

Your estate will be shared
equally between your aunts
and uncles (if they died before you 
but had descendants, the share they 
would have inherited from your estate 
will pass to their descend-ants). In the 
alternatve, your estate will be divided 
equally be-tween your half-aunts and 
half-uncles (or their descendants). 

None of the above 
applies, but I have 
aunts and unkles

If none of the above 
applies, your estate will 

pass to the Crown. 

or

Your estate will be shared 
equally between your 
grandparents 

None of the above 
applies, but I have 

living grandparents

or

Your estate will be shared
equally between your siblings
(or, if they died, their share will
pass to their descendants) 

I don’t have children 
or alive parents, but 

I have siblings (or half siblings) 

or

Your estate will be shared 
equally between your parents 

I don’t have children 
but my parents 

are alive   

Are you married or in a civil 
partnership?YES NO

or

I have childrenEstate value is less 
than £270,000

Your children will receive 
equal shares of your estateYour spouse/civil partner 

inherits everything 

Your spouse/civil 
partner inherits 
everything 

Your spouse or 
civil partner will 
receive:  

• all personal 
possessions; 
and  

• the first 
£270,000 plus 
interest from 
the date of 
your death; and 
Þ one half of 
the remainder 
(everything that 
remains in the 
estate). 

The other 
half of the 
remainder is 
then divided 
equally 
between your 
children* 
(or if child has 
died before you, 
their issue). 


